Don’t mess around with power lines—even if they’re down
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owned power lines can look relatively harmless, but don’t be fooled. They likely carry an
electric current strong enough to cause serious injury or possibly death. These tips can help
you stay safe around downed lines:
• If you see a downed power line, move away from the line and anything touching it.
• The proper way to move away from the line is to shuffle with small steps, keeping your feet
together and on the ground at all times or keeping your feet completely together and bunnyhopping away from the power line. This will minimize the potential for a
strong electric shock. Electricity wants to move from a high voltage zone
to a low voltage one—and it could do that through your body.
• If you see someone who is in direct or indirect contact with the downed
line, do not touch the person. You could become the next victim.
Call 911 instead.
Jim Kidd
• Do not attempt to move a downed power line or anything in contact with
the line by using another object such as a broom or stick. Even normally non-conductive materials
like wood or cloth, if slightly wet, can conduct electricity and electrocute you.
Be careful not to put your feet near water where a downed power line is located.
Do not drive over downed lines.
If you are in a vehicle that is in contact with a downed line, stay in the vehicle. Honk your horn for
help and tell others to stay away from your vehicle.
If you must leave your vehicle because it’s on fire, jump out of the vehicle with both feet together
and avoid making contact with the energized vehicle and the ground at the same time. This way
you avoid being the path of electricity from the vehicle to the earth.

--Jim Kidd, General Manager
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ONE OF TWO MONTHLY $5 BILL CREDITS

This monTh’s conTesT:

With spring cleaning right around the corner,
many of you will be working near poles, wires,
and transformers outside as well as cords and
outlets inside. It is important to work safely
when you are near all electrical components.

What questions do you have about
working around electrical components
inside and outside your home?
Winners for the month of December:
Carla & David Young, Rhodes
Keslie Muhlenbruch, Nevada

Dates To Remember:

February
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8
14
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25
March
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Read Meters
Groundhog Day
Bills Due
Automatic Payments
Deducted
Email/Mail Bills
Valentine’s Day
Presidents’ Day
Automatic Payments
Deducted
Read Meters
Bills Due
Automatic Payments
Deducted
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Answers on page 8-H.
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Annual Pole Inspection and Treatment Program for
Continued Reliable Service and Safety in 2019
Consumers Energy has partnered with Ameripole Inspection
Company/Mi-Tech to inspect and treat approximately
1,700 poles this year for the cooperative. The annual pole
maintenance program will be in Marshall County in the
Ferguson, Marshalltown, and Albion areas.
Ameripole/Mi-Tech crews will be performing maintenance
on meter poles, transformer poles, and line poles. The
treatment helps extend the life of the poles in the
cooperative’s system. The inspection process also determines
the poles that cannot be saved with treatment. These poles are marked and will be replaced by
Consumers Energy crews.
The Ameripole Inspection Company/Mi-Tech will use their service trucks with the company logos to
perform the pole inspections.
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Energy Efficiency
Questions Answered
Members were asked: “What energy efficient products are you most interested
in learning about?” The cooperative’s Energy Advisor Jeff Lanning has provided
information to answer these member questions.
If you have more questions on these topics or others, contact the Member Services
Department at 800-696-6552.
I would like to know more about energy efficient generators. Also outdoor lights.
GENERATORS
According to Energy Advisor Jeff Lanning, when it comes to deciding on the most
fuel efficient generator to buy, don’t skimp! Buy a generator with enough wattage
to power the things that mean the most to you. If noise is a concern for your
generator, Honda has consistently made the quietist generator available. Even if you
choose another brand, Honda’s website has a nice tool to help choose the right size
generator for your needs.
OUTDOOR LIGHTS
Most stores carry a wide range of options when it comes to lighting. Most lights and fixtures
purchased today meet many energy efficiency guidelines.
If you are interested in finding out what rebates are available before you purchase, visit the
cooperative’s Website or speak with our Energy Advisor. Important note about lighting rebates
offered by Consumers Energy: only new LED fixtures (not bulbs) that are ENERGY STAR® or
DesignLights Consortium approved will qualify for the cooperative’s lighting rebate.

When choosing lights, consider the color and the
brightness desired for your lighting needs.
• Light color, or color temperature, is measured
using the Kelvin (k) scale. LEDs are available in
warm colors (low k) to match the yellowish light of
incandescent bulbs, but you can also choose cooler
colors (high k) with white or bluer light.
• Lumens is a measurement of total light output –
the brightness of the bulb. More lumens means it’s
a brighter light; fewer lumens means it’s a dimmer
light.

More information on Rebates and Outdoor Lighting can be found at
www.consumersenergy.coop under the Programs/Services tab or by calling
Jeff Lanning, Energy Advisor, at 800-696-6552 or 641-752-1593.
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Answers on page 8-H.
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ANSWER KEY:
Groundhog Day Activity
Word Scramble:
hole • predict • February • den • burrow • spring
• shadow • weather • sunshine • cloudy • winter
Cross: HIBERNATION
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Valentine Jokes!
Who would say “you light up my life” to their Valentine?
A firefly
What did the map say to the globe on Valentine’s Day?
You mean the world to me
What kind of flower do you never give on Valentine’s Day?
Cauliflower
What did the rope say to the ball of string? Be my Valen-twine

