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Winners for the month of November:
Steve Pelz, Cambridge
Nancy Sorenson, Ankeny

This month’s contest:
ONE OF TWO MONTHLY $5 BILL CREDITS

8-H  •  A supplement to Iowa Electric Cooperative Living  •  January 2025

January 2025

Electric cooperatives do more than just provide power. We also invest heavily in economic development efforts throughout 
rural Iowa.

For the five years ending in 2022, Iowa electric co-ops had an impressive impact of $4.7 billion in economic development 

Powering Lives, Empowering Communities: 
The Impact of Iowa’s Electric Cooperatives
Economic Engines of Progress

Dates To Remember:

JANUARY
 1 Office Closed - Observe New
  New Year’s Holiday
 2 Read Meters
 3 Bills Due
 3 Automatic Payments Deducted
 10 Email / Mail Bills
 27 Automatic Payments Deducted
 31 Read Meters

FEBRUARY
 3 Bills Due
 3 Automatic Payments Deducted

Submit your answers to the 
word scramble on page 8-B. The 
answers will be published in the 

February newsletter.

Continued on page 8-B u
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projects. These investments supported more than 7,300 jobs (retained, attracted, or expanded) during that same time 
period. 

Over a recent 5-year period, Iowa’s electric cooperatives produced $688 million in wages and salaries. We also generated 
self-employment income of almost $232 million during that same time span. 

Electric cooperatives have a long legacy of partnering with USDA Rural Development and USDA’s Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS). Iowa’s electric co-ops are proud to serve as intermediaries for USDA revolving loan funds (RLF), among other 
programs and projects. Over the decades, Consumers Energy has been participating in the RLF program and has helped 
many businesses such as childcare centers, medical clinics, grocery stores, restaurants, and industrial facilities.

Additionally, several Iowa electric co-ops have been instrumental in developing industrial speculative buildings to 
accommodate local business expansion and attract new businesses and jobs to their communities.

Investing in economic development is one important way Consumers Energy proudly supports the local communities we 
serve.

Powering Lives, Empowering Communities (continued)

Bridget Itzen, 
CEO/General Manager
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