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Powering Lives, Empowering Communities: 
The Impact of Iowa’s Electric Cooperatives
Out of the Darkness
100 years ago before electric cooperatives 
existed, there was an electric divide in America. 
9 out of 10 city and town dwellers had access to 
electricity in the 1920s while 9 out of 10 rural 
citizens were left in the dark.

Life on the farm was difficult without electricity; 
there was no indoor plumbing or reliable 
refrigeration. Cooking, lighting, and heating 
homes without electricity was dangerous and 
inefficient. Household chores and farm work 
were laborious and time consuming.

The investor-owned utilities at that time didn’t 
see the return on investment to build out miles of 
power lines and infrastructure to only reach a few 
farms. But a bright light was coming.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt believed that if private enterprise could not supply electricity to the people, then 
it was the duty of the government to do so. He created the Rural Electrification Administration (REA) in 1935 
as part of the New Deal and the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 which provided official status to the REA as a 
lending agency to serve rural areas. 

With federal financing ready to go, REA representatives traveled across the country to help rural citizens band 
together to form not-for-profit electric cooperatives in order to bring affordable, reliable electricity to their 
homesteads. By 1950, 80% of farms in America has access to electricity, and the 
percentage increased to 99% by 1960. Truth be told, nothing has improved the 
lives of rural Americans like electrification.

Iowa’s electric cooperatives have a proud legacy that goes back generations. 
We have been owned by our members since the beginning, making us truly 
democratic organizations that are locally owned and governed. While we’ve 
grown over the years, serving rural and urban communities – changing the 
cooperative name to reflect that, Consumers Energy is still dedicated to the 
principles this cooperative was founded on.

Bridget Itzen

CEO/General Manager

Nominate a local volunteer 
and they could win 

$3,000 for their charity!

Contest entries accepted during June at
IowaShineTheLight.com

2025 Shine the Light Contest: 
Help Us Shine the Light on Community Volunteers in June
Guided by our cooperative commitment to community, Consumers Energy encourages our members to 
participate in the statewide Shine the Light contest in June to celebrate local volunteers. Sponsored by the 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of Iowa, the contest will accept nominations in June and select three 
winners who will each receive a $3,000 donation to their local charity or nonprofit.

“We’ve been truly inspired by the growth of this contest in our first five years,” remarked Erin Campbell, 
director of communications for the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives. “We’re excited to once again 
give out three charity donations of $3,000 each this year to recognize local volunteer efforts across the state.”

Members and employees of Iowa’s electric cooperatives are eligible to nominate local volunteers during the 
month of June. If you receive electricity from Consumers Energy, you’re a co-op member and we invite you 
to nominate someone who is making a positive impact in the community. The volunteer being nominated 
does not need to be a co-op member. Minors may be nominated with consent from their parents or legal 
guardians. Nominees from previous years can be nominated again for another chance to win.

The three winners will be announced in September and featured in Iowa Electric Cooperative Living 
magazine and on social media. 

Go to www.IowaShineTheLight.com to review the contest rules and submission guidelines. Contest entries 
will be accepted at this website starting on June 1. Help us shine the light on community volunteers this 
summer and consider honoring a local volunteer by making a nomination.

FDR signs the Rural Electrification Act in 1936 — the moment  
that sparked rural America’s path to power.
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CAN YOU SPOT 
THE ELECTRICAL 
HAZARD?
Electricity is essential for everyday life, but when 
combined with seemingly harmless items or 
elements, it can create a hazardous situation. 
View the grouped items below, then circle 
the two items that (when combined) create a 
potential electrical hazard. 

Check your work in the answer key below. 

Answer Key
1. a & b 2. a & c 3. b & c 4. a & c 5. b & c

1.
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3.

4.

5.
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Beautify Your Yard, Not Utility Equipment
Green or grey utility boxes, known as pad-mounted or padmount transformers, are part of the supply 
chain that helps provide power to your neighborhood. Those boxes sit on an easement, which allows us 
access to them.

What are the green boxes for?  
Their job is to step down high-voltage 
electricity to a lower voltage needed for 
the underground wires supplying power to 
the lights and appliances in homes. These 
stickers are placed on transformers so people 
understand the dangers associated with this 
electrical equipment.

Please do not paint, enhance, block or 
otherwise obstruct padmount transformers. 
By respecting all utility equipment, including 
meters and transformers, you can help keep the 
power on and your local utility workers safe.

As you beautify your yard this spring and summer, Consumers Energy and Safe Electricity remind you 
of these safety tips:

• Do not plant shrubs and trees close to green box transformers or other utility equipment. 
Limiting or restricting access to the box in your yard by us could delay restoration work 
during an outage and create a serious safety hazard. We need at least 10 feet of clearance 
in front of the transformer (the side that is padlocked), as well as four feet of clearance on 
the other three sides.

• Contact us with questions about landscaping around or installing fencing near a padmount 
transformer (or any other changes) to learn what is allowable.

• Contact us if the transformer becomes unlocked or if it or any other type of utility 
equipment appears to be damaged.

• Call 811 prior to digging around a transformer and respect the clearance requirements 
noted above. If you dig near a transformer (even if it is beyond the clearance 
requirements), you could inadvertently hit a live underground cable. Always call 811 
or Iowa One Call prior to any digging.

• Keep a clear path to the transformer. Even though the transformer seems like it is in “your 
yard,” it is technically on an easement, and our workers need clear access to it to maintain 
equipment and keep power running smoothly.

Contact us with any questions or concerns about the safety of padmount transformers. Always teach 
children that they should not sit on, open, or play around the green boxes.

To request a speaker on this or a variety of other topics, contact Tami Kerwood, Billing & Education 
Coordinator at tkerwood@consumersenergy.coop or 800-696-6552. For more about electrical safety, 
visit www.safeelectricity.org or www.consumersenergy.coop, then click the News & Education tab for 
electric safety information.
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