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How Extreme Summer Temps Impact Reliability:
When outdoor temperatures soar, our electricity use increases. That’s because our air conditioners are 
running longer and more often to counteract sweltering outdoor temperatures. Factor in that we all tend to 
use electricity at the same times—in the morning and early evenings—and that equals a lot of strain on our 
electric grid.
At Consumers Energy, we work closely with Central Iowa Power Cooperative, or CIPCO, our local 
generation and transmission (G&T) cooperative in resource and infrastructure planning to ensure you have 
the power you need whenever you flip a switch, but the electric grid is much larger than your local co-op 
and G&T. 
In summer months, when even more electricity is being used simultaneously across the country, it is 
possible for electricity demand to exceed supply, especially if a prolonged heat wave occurs. If this 
happens, which is rare, the grid operator for our region of the country may call on electricity users to 
actively reduce their energy use or initiate rolling power outages to relieve pressure on the grid. Consumers 
Energy will always keep you informed about situations like this. 
We work proactively with our G&T to create a resilient portion of the grid and ensure electric reliability in 
extreme weather, including regular system maintenance, grid modernization efforts, and disaster response 
planning; but it takes everyone to keep the grid reliable. 

Consumers Energy is holding unclaimed money due to those persons listed. This property is the result of 
checks from Patronage Capital Credit payouts that have been returned to the cooperative due to outdated 
mailing information. The owner may claim this money by contacting the Member Services Department 
at 800-696-6552 or info@consumersenergy.coop.
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To help keep the air conditioner running for you, your family, and your neighbors, here are a few things 
you can do to relieve pressure on the grid during times of extreme summer heat:

• Select the highest comfortable thermostat setting and turn it up several degrees whenever 
possible. Your cooling system must run longer to make up the difference between the 
thermostat temp and the outdoor temp.

• Seal air leaks around windows and exterior doors with caulk and weatherstripping. Air leaks 
and drafts force your cooling system to work harder than necessary. 

• Run major appliances such as dishwashers, ovens, and dryers during off-peak hours when the 
demand for electricity is lower. Start the dishwasher before you go to bed. 

• Use ceiling fans to make yourself feel a few degrees cooler. Remember, ceiling fans cool 
people (not rooms), so turn them off in unoccupied rooms. During summer months, set ceiling 
fan blades to rotate counterclockwise, which pushes cool air down for a windchill effect. 

• Close blinds, curtains, and shades during the hottest part of the day to block unwanted heat 
gain from sunlight. Consider blackout curtains with thermal backing or reflective lining to 
block heat and light. 

• Use smaller appliances, such as slow cookers, air fryers, and toaster ovens to cook meals. 
Studies have shown that air fryers use about half the amount of electricity than a full-sized 
oven. Air fryers are smaller and use focused heat, which results in faster cooking times, less 
heat output, and lower energy use. 

As we face the challenges posed by soaring summer temperatures, understanding the impact on energy 
demand is crucial for maintaining a reliable power supply. By adopting energy conservation practices 
during periods of extreme heat, not only can you save money on your electric bills, but you can also 
contribute to the resilience of the grid, keeping our local community cool and connected. 

Bridget Itzen
CEO/General Manager

Be Weather Aware This Summer

Have an outage? 

Call 800-696-6552 or 641-752-1593.

Phones are answered 24 hours a day.

Severe summer storms can strike with little warning.

Sta� sa�e �� �eing �re�are� �e�ore the weather turns.

Visit our website for

storm preparedness

information.

Listen to weather reports

& recommendations.

Scan Here

or go to:

www.cons��ersenergy.coo�/o�tage-safety
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This year’s Nominating Committee members are Merrell Kilborn, Mona Kilborn, Becky McKibben, Loyd 
Nelson, Autumn Ogden, Carman Rosburg, Lee Tesdell, and Russ Yarrow. The Nominating Committee is 
comprised of 5 to 11 cooperative members that are appointed by the Board of Directors and charged with 
the responsibility of selecting members for director candidate positions annually. 
The committee met on April 29 to develop a slate of candidates to run for Consumers Energy’s Board of 
Directors. The election of three directors will be held at the Annual Meeting on Thursday, August 21, 2025, 
at 6:00 p.m.
In July, the Nominating Committee will finalize the ballot for the director election and post its list of 
nominations for director candidates at Consumers Energy by July 7. Cooperative members have the ability 
to petition candidates on the ballot as stated in the cooperative’s By-Laws as follows:

The committee shall prepare and post at the principal office of the Cooperative at least forty-five (45) days 
before the meeting a list of nominations for directors.
Such nominations shall be made by districts as herein prescribed to succeed the directors whose terms will 
expire at the meeting of members for which such nominations are made, and the members so nominated 
shall be bona fide residents of the district from which they are nominated and meet all other qualification 
requirements as set forth herein. Any fifty (50) or more members may make other nominations in writing 
over their signatures not less than thirty-five (35) days prior to the meeting at which directors are to be 
elected, and the secretary shall post the same at the same place where the list of nominations made by the 
committee is posted; such nominations so made by such members to be subject to the same qualifications, 
district, and residence requirements as nominations by the nominating committee heretofore prescribed.

Each co-op member will receive information on the director candidates in the Annual Meeting Notice and 
Ballot Mailing to be mailed in early August.
This Nominating Committee will serve as the Election & Credentials Committee for the 2025 Election 
of Directors at the Annual Meeting. The committee appointed Loyd Nelson as chairperson and Becky 
McKibben as vice chairperson. Sincere gratitude is extended to these committee members for their 
dedicated service to Consumers Energy and its membership. 
Director candidate deadlines are fast approaching. Get in 
contact with a member of the Nominating Committee by 
contacting the cooperative:

By phone: 800-696-6552
By mail: Consumers Energy
   Attn: Nominating Committee
   2074 242nd Street
   Marshalltown, IA 50158
By email:  admin@consumersenergy.coop,  
   Subject line: Nominating Committee 

Nominating Committee’s Duties: 
Develop Slate of Candidates for Election of Directors & Post Nominations

Lee Tesdell, Merrell Kilborn, Mona Kilborn, Autumn 
Ogden, Chairperson Loyd Nelson, Carman Rosburg, 
Vice Chairperson Becky McKibben, & Russ Yarrow

In March, Eide Bailly LLP completed the Annual 
Audit of the balance sheet of Consumers Energy 
Cooperative and Subsidiary as of December 31, 
2024, and 2023, and the related statements of 
operations, member patronage capital credits, and 
other equities and cash flows for the years then 
ended. The audits were conducted according to the 
generally accepted auditing standards. 
An audit facilitates improved processes and controls, 
addresses regulatory or other compliance issues, and 
ensures processes are efficient as well as providing 
reasonable assurance the financial statements 
are presented fairly and are free of material 
misstatement. Eide Bailly LLP’s Brady Cross, CPA, 
Audit Manager, presented a clean opinion to the 
Board of Directors at their April board meeting, 
stating that the financial statements are in conformity 
with generally accepted accounting principles. The 
financial statements for Consumers Energy will be 
presented to the membership at the Annual Meeting 
on Thursday evening, August 21, 2025.

Annual Audit of Co-op 
Financials Complete
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